
  

 Celebrating 10 years of  
 All Ways Apples Festival  

 
Devonport Guildhall overflowed with fruit, creativity and learning at the 
tenth annual All Ways Apples Festival on 23rd October 2019.  As ever, 
healthy lifestyles and well-being were key aspects of the event.  Much 
informal and creative learning took place, with networking and sampling 
wonderful local food.  Around 400 people of all ages and backgrounds came 
to the festival to enjoy this community event and share skills.      

As our tenth anniversary, this year’s event was extra special.  
One of our favourite stands on the day was Snapdragons with a 
fantastic collection of apples skilfully crafted from lots of 
different materials.   As well as making 10 large apples to mark 
our 10 years they made another 100 small ones to celebrate 
the 100 years of Steiner education, which is the foundation of 
their work. Thank you to all the Snapdragons team and 
supporters for this wonderful gesture.  
 

Health at the heart 

Throughout 2019 Food Plymouth worked closely with the 
Thrive Plymouth health inequalities reduction programme run by Plymouth City Council’s Strategic Public 
Health team.  The 2019 Food Plymouth All Ways Apples Festival celebrated the culmination of Thrive 
Plymouth Year 5 - People Connecting Through Food.  The year’s collaborative activities supported Food 
Plymouth’s work towards the Silver award from the Sustainable Food Cities Network 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/publichealth/thriveplymouth .  We were delighted to welcome Ruth Harrell, 
Plymouth City Council’s Director of Public Health, as a special guest at the Festival this year.  A major 
aspect of the collaboration was Food Plymouth’s 
Growing Community Abundance project which was 
funded by the Big Lottery Community Fund.  This 
initiative valorises and supports the many 
community growers across the city.  The project’s 
activities included: Open Community Gardens visits 
in July; taking part in numerous community events 
to highlight all the fabulous growing projects; and 
skills sharing workshops.   This involved local 
growers opening their community gardens and 
helping with food-related events across the city, 
including at Efford Valley Community Orchard and 
at the Stonehouse Street Party.   In addition, there was a training day at Poole Farm using apple pressing 
equipment and the pasteuriser.  This event was supported by Dave Lea of Plymouth City Council’s Food 
Safety team.  Grow Stonehouse and All Ways Apples collaborated in running an apple pressing day at 
Stonehall Flats Community Orchard and pasteurised the juice the following week at Union Corner (having 
initially frozen it for to ensure freshness).  A wonderful day of harvesting apples and enjoying apple 
activities and story-telling for children from St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School was supported by 
Tif Dickinson from Grow Stonehouse.   
 

At the Festival, the growers shared their growing experiences and knowledge through the Growing 
Community Abundance stall.  Helen Moore from Adelaide Street Angels, Gin Farrow-Jones from  

Growing Community Abundance  

Snapdragons  

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/publichealth/thriveplymouth


Seeds N Feeds and Tom Buckley from Edible Whitleigh ran the stall and showed the Food Plymouth 
Growing Community Abundance film https://vimeo.com/367084561 
 

Separate stalls from community growing spaces at this year’s Festival included: 

• Grow Stonehouse with free seeds harvested from the community growing spaces and a bulb 
planting activity with Tif Dickingson and Laura Clapp.  It was lovely to see the previous Grow 
Stonehouse coordinator Lily Urbanska who helped design the Growing Community Abundance 
project.  

• Sue Johns from Stonehall Flats provided some 
fantastic crafted apples activities.  

• Devonport Park Activity Centre’s young people 
from Growing Together brought a fabulous 
stand to the Festival with saved seeds, fresh 
produce and bird boxes which they had made 

• Friends of Radford Woods  

• Friends of Ham Woods  

• Poole Farm volunteers 

• Volunteers from Ernesettle and  

• Mountwise Towers residents  (see right) 
 

Celebrating local food 

As the Festival is a Food Plymouth event and our theme has always 
been about celebrating and making the most of the local autumn 

abundance, we had plenty of food and food-related activities throughout 
the day. 

 

Arriving at the Festival, visitors found piles of apples on the steps of the 
Devonport Guildhall waiting to be pressed, with the apple mill and press 

being a hive of action.  Visitors got involved in all the various stages of the preparation and the making of 
the juice.  This included tasting it afterwards!  Plymouth City Council’s Poole Farm city farm project 
supported the Festival with the apple pressing equipment from the farm.  The pressing was facilitated by 
Dave Curno from the Friends of Ham Woods community group, Joe Bestwick from Poole Farm and David 
Walker from Noss Mayo Community Orchard. 

• The Smoothie Bike activity was run by the LiveWest Housing 
Association team with lots of people busy cycling to make 
drinks to share.  They used fresh apple juice from the press along 
with quantities of fruit kindly donated by Tamar View Fruiterers 
www.tamarviewfruiterers.co.uk.   

• The local food bring and buy table was popular, with delicious home-
made cakes, jams, chutney, juice and local varieties of apples  

•  Food is Fun CIC provided cookery demonstrations all day with recipes 
around healthy eating and cooking from scratch on a budget 

• Tamar Grow Local brought a wide range of wonderful produce from the Tamar Valley  

• Westcountry Produce offered fresh pies and egg products  

• New this year was a wonderful array of Turkish food provided by Esin Forster  

• Help for Heroes featured Devonport apple juice and local honey on their stand 
• Poole Farm had a stand with samples of honey and information about events and opportunities to 

order some of their home-grown pork  
• Orchard Link’s Gill Gardiner provided a lovely display of local heritage apple varieties 

• Lisa Howard facilitated Plymouth Food Equality project activities 

• Sugar Smart Plymouth helped visitors to understand sugars in food and drink and how to make 
healthier choices  

Mountwise Towers 

We love coming each 
year - my daughters 
always enjoy the arts 
and crafts and making 
their own smoothies 
on the bike! 
 

I thought the festival 
was a fantastic mix of 
community and food 
which was engaging 
enough for people to 
stay all day. 

 

https://vimeo.com/367084561
http://www.tamarviewfruiterers.co.uk/


• Devonport Guildhall’s Column Bakery provided an amazing array of freshly baked apple themed 
foods  
 

Creativity, Learning and Fun - key ingredients 

Story-telling in the cells is always very popular with the families.  
This year we had four story-tellers – Nancy Brace from  
Devonport Library,  Tif Dickinson from Grow 
Stonehouse, Shelly Little from Snapdragons and Rose 
Taylor from Routeways.    Devonport Library also 
provided creative apple activities and a lovely book display.   

• Jenny Floyd from Friends of Radford Woods created lots of 
activities to engage people of all ages, including a fascinating 
treasure trail around the building.   

• Plymouth Tree Partnership displayed thriving apple trees planted 
at previous festivals - many more pips were planted as this year’s 
batch!  

• Plymouth Community Homes and LiveWest kept 
children engaged with craft activities.   

• Livewell Southwest provided some excellent 
interactive activities for assessing our health and 
well-being. 

• Plymotion actively promoted sustainable transport 
in the city 

• Dr Bike from Sustrans repaired vistors’ bikes   

• Devon and Cornwall Rail Partnership visited the 
event as part of their on-going support.  The Food 
Plymouth / Dig for Devonport Community Explorers  
slide show was displayed, illustrating some amazing 
food-related outings by rail up and down the Tamar Valley branch line.  Follow this link for the 

subsequent film https://vimeo.com/384725078/e5235fcca7 

• Zoe Nile ran Time Bank activities. 

• Glad Rags brought a wonderful array of hand-made soft toys, 
plus jams made from foraged fruit.   

• Devon Wildlife Trust reminded us of the beauty of the natural 
world and their work to protect this locally. 

• Amanda Potter raised funds for RNIB. 

• The Queens Dock Ukulele Players once again entertained us 
from the stage with their distinctive interpretations of popular 
songs.    

• Music Zone with their highly engaging Makey-Makey activities 
making music from apples were a welcome attraction. 

• Games Galore brought a wonderful array of traditional wooden 
games which entertained children and adults alike.  
 

Communities shining through  
The participating community and voluntary groups reported many benefits from being part of the Festival, 
especially around networking, engaging with the public and with each other. Dozens of people 
volunteered, helping to run activities and supporting the Festival in many other ways again this year.   
Many people said how helpful it was to have the Mayflower Makers volunteering team at the Festival and 
how they were a great help to the stall holders and community volunteers.  

Our first time [at the festival] 

and we loved it! Didn't realise 

when the storytelling was and 

luckily caught it as it was such 

a lovely thing to go to. My 

children were so taken with it 

and was highly enjoyable. 

Loved the people, the 

participation, the old style 

games we could play.  It was 

super, thank you x 

 

https://vimeo.com/384725078/e5235fcca7


Local resident Rachel Davies ran the raffle with help 
from the Mayflower Makers.  The wonderful array 
of raffle prizes included donations from individuals 
and stallholders.  Riverford had planned to come 
again this year but sadly had to cancel because of 
staff illness.  However, they still gave us a 
wonderful hamper of vegetables as a raffle prize!  
 

The Feedback Tree reflected the warmth and 
affection felt by Festival visitors.  The comments 
this year once again highlighted the value of the 
relaxed atmosphere where the local residents mix 
and mingle with other communities, with people of 
all ages, ethnicities and income levels from across 
the city and beyond.  

So many people helped to make the Festival special again this year that it is difficult to name them all.  
However, particular thanks to the people who helped with the planning and designing 

of the event: Ian Smith (Food Plymouth); Claire Turbutt (Plymouth 
City Council / Thrive Plymouth); Neil Minion (Mayflower Makers); 
Hayley Kemp (Plymouth Community Homes); Justine Cheffers 
(LiveWest); and Nancy Brace (Devonport Library) for all their help 
throughout the year.   
 

We also wish to acknowledge our funders who enabled us to make 
it all happen! 

• Plymouth Community Homes (PCH) who have funded us since 
2012 and who also provide tremendous ‘in-kind’ support through 
Hayley Kemp.  

• Plymouth City Council / Thrive Plymouth for funding and 
valuable additional support around planning, organising and 

delivering the Festival.   

• LiveWest Housing Association for funding and significant ‘in-
kind’ support from Justine Cheffers and fellow staff members, including those running the 
smoothie bike.   

• Devonport Guildhall for all their invaluable support. 

• Routeways who have supported the Festival in so many ways every year since 2010. 

 The 2019 festival provided yet more evidence of how All Ways Apples brings together a valuable network 
of organisations, groups and individuals to celebrate and benefit from the autumn abundance.  Indeed, 
the network continues to connect, inspire and educate people throughout the year.  Now preparations are 
underway for a fabulous All Ways Apples Festival 2020.    

 

For more information about how to support and get involved with this year’s Festival and Fringe events 
please contact Tess Wilmot on 07531 506 481  
or email digfordevonport@hotmail.co.uk     Twitter @All_Ways_Apples 

All Ways Apples’ Facebook page  www.facebook.com/pages/All-Ways-Apples-Festival   
Food Plymouth www.foodplymouth.org 
 

I love this festival. Old-

fashioned in the best sense. 

Real people, real lives and a 

great sense of community. 

Where everyone else seems to 

want to "be the latest thing" 

this is traditional crafts and 

food shown at its best. Thank 

you everyone for all your hard 

work each year. xx 
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